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e
Chinese New Year

Celebration

£ (i{#/& Dear Dharma friends :
FERFISHL 2012 FF 2 F 4 BEH/ R EHERS -

The Hwa Tsang Monastery (HTM) is organising a Chinese
New Year Celebration on 4" February 2012 (Saturday).

—O S

= EIBUT Programs for the night are as follow :
GEm &8 HhRh
Time Programs Venue
6:00 FB£8 Dinner HiFF{S815 HTM Car Park

7:00 BIE Chanting EFEEFAEZEY HTM Main Hall

8:00 EREIEN S Homebush h&318 =
Entertainment Homebush Boys’ High School Hall

EHERENERBEIRESS - EVNTER A RERH
E—{BELL8VEE - On stage entertainment for the night will
include singing, dancing, a sketch just to name a few. You are
most welcome to bring your family and friends to the
celebration.

WA ESEEE LRSS RN BF AR ZEIZREIA
8 UEFFIBVERLIIE - @IS - SEEEHE—IE 5 F 10 Af38Y
FREHARDZ - To ease our preparation work, we would be
most appreciated if you could register your name and the
number of people coming together with you at the library
counter AND, please bring along a vegetarian dish (that caters
for 5-10 people) to share with everyone.

AR - IIRARRTERE
Thank you & Happy Lunar New Year
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SRGERRF LU

English Dharma & Meditation Classes
B - RN EF Bt A SR —Z

N B ~ FRERR ~ AR
s EESRR i DREVEEAR, - ECllm B Tt A L ER S

i - RS AL -

skokskokskskokskskoskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskskosksksksksksksksksksksksksksksksksksk
QU i (X
B T (G = 4L 1E

HTM Buddhist Music Class C@
BH : [BEE8hH
(@ 5 : Bt 7.45om — 9.15pm.
HE - EETEEEE

R LR K ey T RBEB AR R ERE > EXKPIE
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G
Dharma Discussion Class
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Shifu’s Word

~ The Repentance of Past Unwholesome Karma ~

Some people always blame themselves for having a lot of
evil karma and hence many defilements. They think that the
Buddha did not bless them, and instead caused them to have
suffering. Evil karma is the result of our past evil deeds. Thus,
when we encounter difficulties, we should repent and reflect on
behaviour. We should ask ourselves, have we practised diligently?
Have we been studying hard? Have we been learning the sutras
properly? Have we been keeping our promises? Have we done
something that has hurt others? Have we been respectful to the
Triple Gems? We should always reflect on our own actions, and
repent if we have made mistakes.

To repent does not mean that we should invite a monk or
nun to chant a sutra for us to change our luck. The best
repentance is to repent ourselves. We should repent sincerely in
front of the Buddha, and confess all the mistakes that we have
committed. Only if we are sincere and honest in our repentance,
will we gain the purity of mind. We should repent whenever we
make a mistake. If we are too ashamed to admit our mistakes to
others, we should repent instead, sincerely in front of the Buddha,
admitting the evil deeds that we have done. We should give
reverence as many times as we can, until a time when we feel a
sense of peacefulness and purity. That is a real repentance. If we
make the mistake again after repentance, we should continue to
repent. To repent is a way of practice.

Clothing needs to be washed so that it is clean. This is
similar to the act of repentance. Repentance allows us to attain
peace of mind. Consequently, we will not go astray or be
distracted by Mara. We will have fewer obstacles when practising
meditation. If we hope that things will be smooth in whatever we
do, we should repent our past evil karma. Repentance leads to
bliss and peacefulness. Everyone should always repent one’s
past unwholesome karma.

e
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Selected Translations of Miao Yun

A General Outline of the Study of
Wisdom

By Venerable Yin Shun
(...continue from last issue)

6. Accomplishment of the Practice of Study of Wisdom
6.1 The Accomplishment of Faith, Precepts,
Concentration and Wisdom.

The practice of the study of wisdom should tally with all
other pure virtues. They should correspond to each other and
be mutually enhancing. It is impossible to abandon other
boundless practices and vows and attain accomplishment of
the study of wisdom by itself.

Therefore, strictly speaking, the study of wisdom is
completed because of cultivating other virtues. Simultaneously
the other immeasurable merits also grow along with the
accomplishment of the study of wisdom. In an ideal process of
cultivation, all pure virtues and the study of wisdom are inter-
related and inter-dependent, and progress simultaneously. In
the Mahayana sutra, it is said that the six paramitas are
mutually enhancing. In the teachings of the small vehicle, it
talks about the five spiritual roots: faith, diligence, mindfulness,
concentration and wisdom, they are interdependent and
mutually enhancing. These are illustrations on how the study
of wisdom corresponds with the other methods of practice.

Hearing, contemplation and practice are impure wisdom
(wisdom which are not perfectly pure). However, they are
practices that we still should learn in order to attain the
Wisdom of Enlightenment that is perfectly pure. These are the
three stages in the course of the study of wisdom. With the
accomplishment of each stage, certain pure virtues are
developed. Now lets explain these sequences of practice
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briefly. (NB: These sequences place more emphasis on the
realisation of supreme truth)

6.1.1 Accomplishment of the Wisdom of Hearing
This is a stage where right understanding is attained. It is
also the accomplishment of the spiritual root of faith.

A beginner starts off by repeatedly listening to the Dharma
and nurturing the influence of the Dharma. Then the
practitioner goes in depth into the teachings and accomplishes
the Wisdom of Hearing. This is where he/she establishes right
understanding on the Triple Gem and the teachings of the
Four Noble Truths. When understanding is right, faith will be
strong and firm too.

A Buddhist practitioner who has accomplished the Wisdom
of Hearing, that is when his/her spiritual root of faith is
established, they will be strong and unmoved in their faith.
Even when confronted with all sorts of slander, threats and
obstacles. Even in the era of Deterioration of the Dharma or in
areas where the Dharma is not popular - where everybody
does not believe in the Buddha - he/she can still maintain their
own faith and practice.

When we truly learn the Dharma in depth and equip
ourselves with right understanding, then our faith in Buddhism
is not determined by others' belief or disbelief, or the
popularity of Buddhism. First step in practising the study of
wisdom is for us to establish right understanding and develop
profound faith. We should also equip ourselves with a faith
and determination that is unmoved by gains and losses, but to
move forward with full courage and never retreat.

6.1.2 The Accomplishment of the Wisdom of Reflection
The accomplishment of the Wisdom of Reflection implies
the completion of pure precepts. According to the Mahayana
teachings, this is the accomplishment of meritorious virtues
such as loving kindness, giving, tolerance, diligence etc.

46



In our learning of the Dharma, right faith and right
understanding are only the successes of early stages. The
next step is to put what we believe and understand into
practice, so that all our bodily actions and mind will be in
accordance to the right path of the Buddha's teachings.

The Wisdom of Reflection is the stage of transforming what
we hear and understand into practical actions. Although it is of
a discriminating and discerning nature, it is not merely an
activity of the inner mind. It can be expressed externally and
corresponds with our bodily actions and speech, hence
guiding our actions onto the right path.

The Noble Eightfold Path begins with right understanding,
right thought and follows on with right speech, right action and
right livelihood. That is to say, when we have the right thought
(the accomplishment of the Wisdom of Reflection), then all our
bodily action, speech, and our economical life etc will be
directed to the right path of the Buddha Dharma. This is the
perfect virtue of precepts, derived from the accomplishment of
the Wisdom of Reflection.

In addition, the pure precepts of Mahayana always
correspond with the mind of compassion. By upholding pure
precepts, our mind of compassion can be developed. It is by
equipping ourselves with the mind of compassion that we can
perfect our practice of the Mahayana pure precepts. The mind
of compassion and pure precepts are closely related with each
other.

Precepts in Buddhism have two implications:

1. Passively prevents wrongdoing and stops evil.
2. Actively benefiting and helping others.

Thus, the aim and purpose of the precepts is no other
than benefiting oneself and others. In terms of benefiting
oneself, the precepts help to subdue our defilement so that
they do not grow, hence, we attain purity of body and mind. In
terms of benefiting others, firstly we see the sufferings of
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others and cannot bear hurting them, thus, we stop
unwholesome deeds that will bring harm to others. This is the
passive aspect of preventing wrongdoing and stopping evil.
Consequently, this can be developed into compassionate acts
of benefiting and bringing happiness to others, which is also
the accomplishment of the mind of compassion in the
Mahayana practice.

Thus, when bodhisattvas takes the precepts, they do not
only aim for self-purification and self-restraint from
unwholesome deeds. They also aim to actively benefit others
through kind deeds. Therefore, the Mahayana practices of
giving, tolerance, diligence etc are developed simultaneously
with the upholding of pure precepts.

6.1.3 Accomplishment of the Wisdom of Practice

Starting from observing and discriminating with a mind that
is not perfectly focus, we must slowly develop into a stage that
corresponds with the mind of concentration. This is the
Wisdom of Practice. Thus, to attain the wisdom of practice
implies the accomplishment of right concentration. With the
Wisdom of Practice, we continue to strive hard; eventually the
true and Pure Wisdom will arise. This is the accomplishment
of the Wisdom of Enlightenment. With this wisdom we can end
defilements and the cycle of life and death. Hence, accomplish
the virtue of liberation.

As mentioned earlier, the ultimate essence of wisdom is the
unity of faith and wisdom, the correspondence of compassion
and wisdom, the balance of concentration and wisdom and
equality between absolute truth and wisdom. When we attain
the Pure Wisdom of Mahayana, all these virtues will also be
accomplished sequentially.

Take for example, the accomplishment of the Wisdom of
Hearing. This stage encompasses the spiritual root of faith,
that is having strong faith and understanding of the Triple Gem
and Four Noble Truths. This is an expression of faith and
wisdom in unity.
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The accomplishment of the Wisdom of Reflection arises
from upholding pure precepts, which especially helps to
generate our deep and sincere vow of compassion. This leads
to the attainment of the Distinctive Wisdom of Mahayana
where compassion and wisdom blend in harmony.

The accomplishment of the Wisdom of Practice has to
correspond with the mind of concentration. It is a state where
concentration power and wisdom are balanced.

The Pure Wisdom of Enlightenment, using true wisdom
penetrates the truth of the teachings, realises the non-duality
and equality between principle (truth) and wisdom. Hence,
attaining the highest stage of equanimity between principle
(truth) and wisdom. It is only at this stage that the four types of
wisdom become perfect.

Thus, we can see that the accomplishment of the study of
wisdom is not detached from the cultivation of other virtues. At
the same time, the other virtues also rely on wisdom to attain
ultimate completion.

To talk about attaining the profound Wisdom of
Enlightenment without the cultivation of faith, precepts,
compassion and concentration is an illusionary thought.

Nagarjuna said: “If one does not practice faith and precepts
but rather attach to emptiness as being void/nothing, then this
is a perverted/wrong emptiness." Attaching to emptiness that
does not correspond with faith and precepts will lead us into
an evil pit where we will never attain realisation and liberation.
Venerable Tai Xu has also explained this topic very clearly.

In short, if we try to cultivate the study of wisdom but
discard the practice of other boundless pure virtues, then this
is not in accordance with either the teachings of the small
vehicle or great vehicle. (...to be continued)

J\.
A
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YBS Translation Project

Explanations of Past and Future
Lives

(Buddhist Studies Text)
Venerable Yin Shun

Tim did not believe in the existence of past or future
lives. He said, “I do not see, therefore | do not believe.” A
monk told him a story told by Buddha.

Once a mountain dweller came down from the mountain
and said, “On top of the mountain there are big rocks
that are hundreds of meters wide; big trees that are
more than ten meters tall and lakes that are more than
ten kilometres in area.” The villagers that dwelled in the
plains below the mountains said, “We do not believe
this, we have not seen such things.”

The mountain dweller said, “If you follow this mountain
path you can go up the mountain. Then you can see it
for yourself.” A villager said, “I do not believe, therefore
| am not going to listen to you and climb up the
mountain. It is impossible to have big lakes, rocks and
trees on top of the mountain.”

The Buddha said, “My experience is similar. | practised
according to the Dharma and have attained the highest
realisation. | know that there are past lives and there are
future lives. When 1 tell this to people, they do not to believe;
these poor ignorant people. They do not practise and do not
have the clear eyes of wisdom. Therefore they do not
understand the truth. But why don't they follow the right
path and find out the truth themselves? They do not want to
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believe my words, yet refuse to put effort in to try the path
themselves. Is this a wise choice?”

After hearing the story, Tim felt sorry. He repented and
said to the venerable, “Oh Venerable, how silly of me. From
now on | will believe in what the Buddha taught and practise
according to the teachings of the Buddha. | will try to prove
it through my own practice.”

oy’
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Dharma and the Daily Life

Repentance

Venerable Tsang Hui

Everyone in the world, no matter who we are,
encounters challenges in life. Whether we practise Buddhism
or not, we still encounter these challenges. The faster we
hope to progress, the more hindrances we encounter. Some
people ask, “Is meditation dangerous?”. The answer is that
meditation is not dangerous provided it is done correctly and if
our intentions are pure. If our intentions are not pure, some
negative side effects may arise.

1. To Pay Respect to All the Buddhas

What should we do when we encounter hindrances
during our practice? We may pay respect to the Buddhas and
repent our past evil karma. We should not be too arrogant, or
think that we are better than everyone else. We should try to
be humble and pay respects to the Buddha. The more we
honour the Buddha, we more we will realise how insignificant
we are. Compared to the perfections of the Buddha, we have
achieved very little. If we can be humble, we will respect
others, and will feel that the world is beautiful.

If we wish to be successful in our career and studies
then we should pay respect to all the Buddhas. This includes
paying respect to the present, past and future Buddhas. In
other words, we respect everyone as Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas. With this thought in mind, we will have no
enemies. Everyone will also be very kind and friendly to us. In
training our humility, the first task is for us to realise how
underdeveloped we are. We should realise that there are so
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many things that we need to learn. Having this attitude in life
will put us on the path to success.

We should not think of ourselves as too tall, and the
temple is too small for us. We should learn to walk with our
head upright. However, we should also learn to bow when
necessary.

2. To Repent Our Past Evil Karma

Repentance is another way to reduce our obstacles in
whatever we are doing. Why should we repent? We should
repent as we have created too much evil karma. Karma is a
kind of influential power. It is an unseen energy that constrains
our actions. This energy exists always and everywhere. When
we wish to run away, it pulls us closer. The karma obstructs us
everywhere. This karma was and is created by ourselves. It is
the consequence of our actions. For example, if we do not put
any effort into our studies and cheat in the examination, we
will be punished and expelled. This is the consequence, and
the influential power of our own actions. This influential power
will lead to another result, and this result will continue to cling
to us. This is what we call karma.

| always use mathematical functions as an analogy for
karma. If we change the formula of the function, the graph of
the function will change. If we do not change the formula of
the function, we are acting according to the karma. If we wish
to change, so that we create a new graph for ourselves, we
must repent. We must also try to improve our behaviour so
that it becomes an influential power that may change our past
karma.

How should we practise in order to change our
behaviour and attitude? We must repent. We should examine
ourselves, and realise how ignorant we were in the past. We
have done so many things that are ridiculous. If we think in
this way, we wil find a new direction for ourselves.
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Repentance helps us to transform our karma. If we reflect on
our past behaviour and actions, and repent, this will help us be
more careful in the future. It will not be as easy for us to
commit mistakes and create evil karma.

Someone who has created a lot of evil karma will have
lots of obstacles in whatever they do. So, when we feel that
we have many obstacles, we should repent. If we repent
sincerely, we will realise how ignorant and insignificant we are,
especially when thinking of the achievements and greatness
of the Buddha.

When repenting, it is best to look at the Buddha quietly
in the Main Hall. Just think of the compassion of the Buddha,
and repent whatever wrong deeds you have done.
Consequently, your mind will become calm and peaceful.

Some people cry when looking at the Buddha statue.
This is probably because they are serious in their reflection of
their own past deeds. When seeing the achievements of the
Buddha, they feel sad at their own mistakes, and feel sad for
having so many obstacles in their lives. They wish that they
too, might follow the Buddha’s steps and attain Buddhahood
soon.

3. Conclusion

We should not think that we are always right, once in a
while, we too may have committed some wrong deeds. We
should be humble and recognise our mistakes. If we are
serious about recognising our mistakes, then we can improve
and purify ourselves. We should try to find the weaknesses in
our minds, and repent sincerely. Then our minds may be

purified.
GN
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Quote of the Day

The Training

“It’s too cold, it’s too hot,

it’s too late,” with such excuses
one who gives up the practice
lets his opportunities slip.

But one who looks on cold and heat
as no more obstructive than straw
and continues with the practice

does not fall short of happiness.

So rid the mind of sloth and dullness,
give up thinking of many things.

Be healthy and unattached to pleasure,
be devoted to the noble life.

~ Buddha ~
Al
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KIDS' CORNER

Diligence

The Buddha went on a journey with a group of monks.
On the way, the Buddha wanted to take a rest and asked
Ananda to give a Dharma talk to the monks.

Ananda began to praise the importance of diligence.
When the Buddha heard what Ananda was teaching, he
asked, “Ananda, are you praising the effort of diligence?”
Ananda replied, “Yes Buddha, | am praising the effort of
diligence.”

Buddha said, “Being diligent is worth praising. By
putting in effort to do good, this is being diligent. To be
successful in your studies, careers and all endeavours, you
need to be diligent. It is also needed to attain Buddhahood.
If we are lazy, sloppy and always just think about playing
and do not want to be hard working, we will not achieve
anything. So, diligence is worth praising.”

Diligence is highly praised by the Buddha. To repay
the Buddha for his kindness in teaching us the Dharma, we
should all be diligent.




HTM Board of Education Report

1.The Tuition Class 2011 HSC Result
The HSC results of the Tuition Class students in 2011 were as
follows:

e 6 Students >90% Highest score was
98.65%

e 5 ¢ 85% - 90%

e 1 “ 80% - 85%

e 1 “ 70% - 80%

o 2 “ 60% - 70%

2.Term 1 2012

Term 1 of the Tuition Class started on the 3™ January 2012.
There are 33 classes, with 31 teachers and 170 students this
term. A number of interviews with new teachers were conducted,
8 new teachers were recruited this year, 7 of them being our
former students. There are 65 students on the waiting list.

3.BOE-Teacher’s Meeting

The Board of Education and teachers had a meeting on the 14"
January 2012 to discuss the progress of individual classes, and
both the better, and problematic students. Through the meeting
and discussions, the teachers were able to exchange their
teaching experiences and techniques, and learn from each other.
Rules and discipline for the Tuition Classes were discussed
during the meeting. It is hoped that the meeting would help the
teachers to develop a common understanding on the aims of the
Tuition Class, and help maintain the quality and discipline of the
classes. The meeting also discussed preparations for the coming
Annual Presentation Day. There was also a discussion on the
Tuition Class policies on the use of electronic communication and
social network sites.

4.Youth Fellowship Activities

4.1 Summer Picnic at Bronte Beach
All students at the Tuition Class are members of Youth
Fellowship. They had their first picnic of the year at Bronte Beach
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on the 19th January 2012. 131 students, 9 teachers, 4 parents
and 3 graduate-students attended the picnic.

The students and teachers travelled from Strathfield Station to
Bondi Junction station. Then they walked from Bondi Junction
Station to Bondi Beach along Bondi Road. After arriving and
resting at Bondi Beach for 10 minutes, students then walked
south along the coast walk, past Tamarama Beach to Bronte
Beach. This was around 4 km and took them all about 1.5 hrs.

On arrival, Year 7 and Year 8 students were given a round-robin
of activities organised by the (Year 12) YF Exco students. This
included Ring-a-ring-of-rosie, British Bulldog, and an Iron-Man
competition.

Unfortunately, the main Bronte Beach area was closed, due to
large surf swells. The surfers were very happy! But life-guards
were patrolling the beach to advise swimmers not to go out in the
swell, but to swim at the southern end of the beach, either in the
gentle rock-pool area, or the elevated sea bath pool.




The Year 7 and Year 8 Iron-Man competition was conducted in
the rock-pool area. Students completed 10 press-ups, than
squats, then ran 25 metres across the sand, than swam about 25
metres in the 1 metre deep rock-pool area. The boys had to do
10 full press-ups, while the girls only had to do 5 knee press-ups!
About 15 boys and 8 girls competed from Year 7. The Year 12
organising students let the Year 7s complete 4 circuits, before
advising that the 5" circuit would be the last one, and judged for
speed of completion. There were 2 boys and 1 girl left for the
last circuit, but the very nimble Cathy Pan won it with a 2 second
lead !

In the Year 8 competition, about 20 boys started, and Leon was
the final winner.

A few Year 10 & 11 students helped Mr Chew in preparing lunch,
which was served much later than usual, at 1:30pm, due to the
late arrival at the beach.

At 3.00pm, students were asked to leave the water, get changed,
prior to the traditional final game of tunnel ball, and to mark the
rolls.

The picnic ended at around 3:30pm. After the roll was marked,
the students walked back to Bondi Junction and back to
Strathfield Station about 5.30pm.
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4.2 Annual Presentation Day
The Youth Fellowship will be holding its 26™ Annual General
Meeting and Presentation Day on the 19" February this year.
This is also the 33th Anniversary of our Tuition Class.

5.Tuition Class Enrolment

The HTM Tuition Class offers classes for high school
students (Year 7 to Year 12). Students who wish to enrol in the
Tuition Class (Year 5 and above) may attend an Induction/
Briefing session with their parents or guardians, and place their
name onto the waiting list on the 1°*' June 2012 (Friday) at
4.30pm_sharp. Attendance at the Induction/Briefing Session is
compulsory for those who wish to enrol. The intake of students is
on a first-come first-served basis, regardless of ethnic
background or religion.

We are happy to inform you that we have managed to clear
the waiting list for Years 11 & 12. This means that students of
these grades do not need to wait long before getting into the
class. Students in these grades, who would like to join our Tuition
Class in Term 1, are encouraged to apply immediately (02-
97466334). We may be able to place you into the class earlier.

May all beings be well and happy.

HTM Board of Education
30-01-2012

60



Hwa Tsang Monastery’s

Children's Sunday Bodhi Classes

The Hwa Tsang Monastery Children’s Bodhi Class is for
children aged from kindergarten to Year 6. Each lesson will be
based on a different theme following the HTM scripture class
syllabus. Through lessons, songs, activities and craft, these
classes will introduce your child to the Buddha’s teachings and
guide them on their journey to developing Buddhist values and
practices.

Classes are held fortnightly during school terms on
Sunday 9.30am to 11am.

Dates of classes for year 2012 are as follows:

Term 1 Term 3
05/02/2012 22/07/2012
19/02/2012 05/08/2012
04/03/2012 19/08/2012
18/03/2012 02/09/2012
01/04/2012 16/09/2012

Term 2 . Term4
29/04/2012 14/10/2012
13/05/2012 28/10/2012
27/05/2012 11/11/2012
10/06/2012 25/11/2012
24/06/2012 09/12/2012

ENROLMENT

Parents and guardians need to complete an enrolment form at
the monastery.
Please contact Venerable Neng Rong for more information.
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Service Ceremony for the
Renunciation of Sakyamuni Buddha

To commemorate the Renunciation of the Sakyamuni
Buddha, we would like to invite you the ceremonial service
to be held in our Monastery on Sunday 5™ of the 2" Lunar
Month (26/02/2012).

We hope that under the blessing of the Buddha,
everyone in the ceremonial service will attain purity of their
mind and be relieved from the suffering and hindrances that
arise due to the past evil karma. The purity of the mind will
bring purity to the country, hence, tranquillity to the society
and peacefulness to the world.

We will start our service at 8.30am with the chanting of
the Sutra of Buddha's Bequeathed Teaching and the name
of the Buddha. A vegetarian lunch will be provided after the
offering of food to Buddhas. You are most welcome to bring
along your family, relatives and friends to the occasion.

May all be well and happy.

Hwa Tsang Monastery Inc.
30/01/2012

% We have Childcare Service during the ceremonial
days of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. You are most
welcome to bring your children along, so that the
children can also enjoy learning about Buddhism and
create affinity with the Buddha.
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Service Ceremony for the Birthday of
the Guan Yin (Avalokitesvara)
Bodhisattva

To commemorate the Birthday of the Guan Yin
Bodhisattva, we would like to invite you to the ceremonial
service to be held in our Monastery on Sunday 11" March
2012 (19" of the 2" Lunar Month).

Through utmost sincerity in chanting and repentance, it
is hoped that the suffering and hindrances due to our past
evil karma would be alleviated, and merits and wisdom may
be cultivated at the same time. In addition, we will also pray
for the tranquillity of the society and peacefulness of the
world.

On that day, we will start the service at 8.30a.m. sharp.
A vegetarian lunch will be provided after the offering of food
to the Buddhas. You are most welcome to bring your family,
relatives and friends to the occasion.

May all beings be well and happy.

Hwa Tsang Monastery Inc.
30-01-2012

* We have Childcare Service during the ceremonial
days of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. You are most
welcome to bring your children along, so that the
children can also enjoy learning about Buddhism and
create affinity with the Buddha.
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Qing Ming Memorial Service

To promote filial piety and to encourage everyone to
remember the gratitude of their ancestors, HTM will be
holding a Qing Ming Memorial Service on Sunday the 11"
day of the 3" Lunar Month 2012 (01-04-2012).

The memorial service will start at 8.30am sharp. We
will recite the Diamond Sutra in the morning, followed by
making offerings to the buddhas and bodhisattvas before
noon.

The service will continue after lunch by chanting the
Chapter on Universal Teachings of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva (Chapter 25 of the Lotus Sutra), followed by
reciting the Amitabha Sutra and the Meng Shan Service
of Bestowing Food and then conclude with the dedication
of merits. Through this service, may all our ancestors be
guided by the Triple Gem and be reborn in the Western
Pureland.

A vegetarian lunch will be provided at noon. We
welcome all Dharma friends, together with your family,
relatives and friends, to attend this special occasion. Let us
chant for our ancestors with a sincere mind. May all sentient
beings be relieved from suffering, may all beings be happy
and peaceful.

Anyone who wishes to register their ancestors
for a memorial tablet, please contact the monastery in
advance so that the tablets can be ready for the service.
Thank you for your cooperation.

May everyone be well and happy.

Hwa Tsang Monastery Inc.
30-01-2012
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Chanting of the Guan Yin Sutra on
the 1% and 15™ of each lunar month

Guan Yin (Kuan Yin or Avalokiteshvara) Bodhisattva is
well known for her great compassion. She holds a vase and
willow in her hands, which signifies her great compassion
for helping sentient beings.

On_every 1% and the 15™ of each lunar_month,
starting at 9.00am the monastery will hold a service. In the
service we will be chanting the Chapter on the Universal
Gate (Chapter 25 of the Lotus Sutra). This is followed by
making offerings to the Buddha at 10.30am. At the
completion of the service, a vegetarian lunch will be
provided.

The Chapter on the Universal Gate (sometimes known
as the Guan Yin Sutra) highlights the great compassion of
the Guan Yin Bodhisattva. She reminds us to reduce our
greed, hatred and delusion, and develop compassion to all.
The world is full of disasters and distress. We are always
troubled by our own afflictions. It is hoped that everyone
can come along and learn the teachings of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva. May all sentient beings be free from sufferings,
and may the world be more peaceful.

Hwa Tsang Monastery Inc.
30-01-2012




General Notice

Buddhas and Bodhisattvas
Commemoration Services

For the conveniences of everyone, our monastery
usually holds service ceremonies for buddhas and
bodhisattvas on Sundays (on the date as listed on the
attached Services Timetable). However, on the actual
commemoration_day, which may fall on a week day,
the monastery also holds a service of making offerings
to the buddhas at 10.30am. Everyone is welcome to
come along on these days to recall virtues of the
buddhas and bodhisattvas, may all be always well and

happy.

Birthday Blessing Service for
members

Our monastery also holds Birthday Blessing Services
for members on the 1°' Sunday of each lunar month.
On the day, the service starts at 9.00a.m. with the
chanting of the Sutra of the Buddha of Healing and
recollection of the Buddha'’s name. It is hoped that with
the blessing of the Buddha of Healing, everyone in the
ceremonial service will have a good and long life, attain
purity in mind and be relieved from suffering and
hindrances of past unwholesome karma. We welcome
everyone’s participation in these Birthday Blessing
Services, especially those whose birthday fall in that
month.
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Let's Come and Practice Together

1. Amitabha Practice Together Session (Saturday)

7.00-7.50pm
7.50-8.15pm
8.15-9.00pm
9.00-9.15pm

Amitabha Evening Chanting
Meditation

Dharma Talk (Mandarin/Cantonese)
Dedication of Merits

2. Guan Yin Practice Together Session (Sunday)

7.00-7.40pm
7.40-7.55pm
7.55-8.15pm
8.15-8.30pm

Guan Yin Evening Chanting
Meditation

Dharma Talk (Mandarin/English)
Dedication of Merits
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HTM WORKING BEE

Hwa Tsang Monastery (HTM) is our Monastery. Let’s
come and work together to create a more tranquil and
beautiful environment for ourselves. HTM is looking for
volunteers to assist with gardening and general upkeep of
the monastery.

The NEXT Working Bees are on Saturday :

Time: 1.00pm to 5.00pm
25-02-2012 &
31-03-2012

If you can't make it for the full 4 hours, that's fine. You
can come anytime between these hours and help out for as
long as you like. Every bit of help whether great or small is
just as valuable.

If you wish to help but the working bee meeting time
does not suit you, you may consider adopt a small section
of the garden/monastery and try to maintain it at your own
time. Those who are interested please contact the office or
register at the library. Let us work together to create a clean
and beautiful learning environment for ourselves.
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English Dharma & Meditation Classes

The class meets each Saturday at 9.45 am to 11.15 am.
The class is split into 3 sections:

- Meditation

- Dharma Talk

- Dharma Discussion

Regular attendees invite all to join the class. This is a
wonderful opportunity to meet new Dharma friends and
learn Dharma in a happy and relaxed environment.
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Let’s come a[ong and sing Buddhist songs!
HTM Buddhist Music Class

Date: Friday Fortnightly
Time :7.45pm — 9.15pm.
Venue : HTM Library

We welcome those who are interested in music, be it
singing or musical instruments, to come along and join us in
learning more about the Buddha's teachings through music

and songs.

(Those who are interested please call in advance to confirm the dates)

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkk

Dharma Discussion Classes
(Conducted in Cantonese and Mandarin)

The HTM Dharma Sub-committee has initiated a Dharma
Discussion class, which is held every Saturday from
5.00pm -6.00pm. All are welcome to share your dharma
knowledge with others.
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NTT 2012 FEFTFEBHER

Services of Hwa Tsang Monastery for the Year 2012

No 5= Service Ceremonies BHp Date
1. |ElEEdfmEicsa +—A%N\B
Enlightenment of Shakyamuni Buddha 01/01/2012
2. | REBHELE EA#—B
Service Ceremony for Chinese New Year 23/01/2012
3. |[EANSEEBEE [EAYEH
Birthday Service for Members (1% Lunar Month) 29/01/2012
4. |ElfEHERICSBR_BAMNEBEE4%E The Renunciation |—H#HAB
of Shakyamuni Buddha & Members’ Birthday (2nd Lunar Month) |26/02/2012
5 |HSEEEM —_BA+nB8
The Birthday of Guan Yin (Avalokitesvara) Bodhisattva 11/03/2012
6. ZANKSEEBEE =A908
Members’ Birthday Service (3rd Lunar Month) 25/03/2012
7. |BEEE =A+—B
Qing Ming Memorial Service 01/04/2012
8. |ElEEHENRINANSEEEE Birthday of Shakyamuni  |FOF#)—H
Buddha & Members’ Birthday (4™ Lunar Month) 22/04/2012
9. | HAEEE4EE AARNRE
Birthday Service for Members (5" Lunar Month) 24/06/2012
10. |[RARESEEBLEE ANSEIL S
Birthday Service for Members (6th Lunar Month) 22/07/2012
11. \BSEEMERTE 7A+N\B
The Enlightenment of Guan Yin (Avalokitesvara) Bodhisattva  |05/08/2012
12. | CAWhSEBLE & EAERM0 TAM=8
Birthday Service for Members (7th Lunar Month) 19/08/2012
13. |MhfEEERSET tABHB
The Birthday of Earth Store (Ksitigarbha) Bodhisattva 09/09/2012
4. \\ASEEES NB#—8
Birthday Service for Members (8" Lunar Month) 16/09/2012
15. WA ESEELEE hAEE
Birthday Service for Members (9th Lunar Month) 21/10/2012
16. [ HEERERKEIEE hA+m8
The Renunciation of Guan Yin Bodhisattva 28/10/2012
17. |ZEEMPFHRESEE hATNB
The Birthday of the Buddha of Healing 11/11/2012
18. |[+AREEELEE +A#AB
Birthday Service for Members (10th Lunar Month) 18/11/2012
19. |+—BHAWEEELES +—B%E8
Birthday Service for Members (llth Lunar Month) 16/12/2012
20. |PojsEaRE R EasE +—B+—8
The Birthday of Amitabha Buddha 23/12/2012
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BT EVIRIE LIS

Your donation is very much appreciated

SEFAREEFTE ()Please tick wherever appropriate.

HEEE
Donation for general usage of the monastery $

HF RS (EREFHESEYE{E) Donation for Monastery Building
Fund (include Building Maintenance) $

RN ERS(HIEIIES)
Donation for Tuition Class Fund $

fafmEEE
Donation for Education Fund $

T fnprfd R
Donation for the Sangha Health Fund $

BRNENAK
Donation for Sutra/Dharma books Publication $

B
Donation for the Bi-monthly Bulletin $

B A$60/=
Renewal of Annual Membership $

Hwa Tsang School Building Fund (Tax Deductible) $
Rl ST i ReEE S (ATR)

Hwa Tsang Public School Buddhist Religious Education Foundation |$
(Tax Deductible) #Ejek <5 7 A B (T H175)

B HE Change of Address (Please send new address below)

PR R EET & B 559 £ —{7%4% - 1 would like to be a
member of HTM. Please send me a membership form.

24 (F3) -

Surname: Given Name:
ik Address:

=T Tel:

TR $RGHE P S T
All payments should be made in cheque payable to: Hwa Tsang Monastery Inc.
R B RN B R RS HEIARTTRIL
The Bi-monthly Bulletin is for free distribution. You are most welcome to write in or come to
the monastery to enquire for a copy while stock last.
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To,

Stamp

Hwa Tsang Monastery Inc.
29, MacKenzie Street,
Homebush NSW 2140
AUSTRALIA
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